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careless inattention let slip the very life he has espoused. Nor can it
be said that a man's record is closed when he comes to the end of his days.
He is responsible for his influence during life, and is just as surely re
sponsible for his evil influence after he is dead. To quote the words of
the poet, "The evil that men do lives after them," leaving a trail of sin
to be charged to the account. In order to be just, it would seem that God
would need to take all these things into account in the judgment.74

The Seventh-day Adventists continue:

A complete and thorough check of all the candidates for eternal life
will neˆd to be completed before Christ comes in the clouds of heaven, for
when He appears, the decisions for life or death are already made.75

Mrs, Ellen G White says:

There must be an examination of the books of record to determine who,
through repentance. of sin and faith in Christ, are entitled to the benefits
of His atonement, The cleansing of the sanctuary therefore involves a work
of investigation -- a work of judgment. This work must be performed prior
to the coming of Christ to redeem His people, for when He comes, His reward
is with 1-urn to give to every man according to his works. Revelation 22:12.76

Again Mrs, White says:

As the books of record are opened in the judgment, the lives of all who
have believed on Jesus come in review before God. Beginning with those who
first lived upon the earth, our Advocate presents the cases of each success
ive generation, and closes with the living. Every name is mentioned. When
any have sins remaining upon the books of record, unrepented of and unfor
given, their names will be blotted out of the book of life, and the record
of their good deeds will be erased from the book of God's remembrance
All who have truly repented of sin, and by faith claimed the blood of Christ
as their atoning sacrifice, have had pardon entered against their names in
the books of heaven; as they have become partakers of the righteousness of
Christ, and their characters are found to be in harmony with the law of God,
their sins will be blotted out, and they themselves will be accounted wor
thy of eternal life.77

This is the doctrine of the investigative judgment as taught by the

Seventh-day Adventists.

Now let us examine this doctrine. As we examine this doctrine, the fol-

lowing things become evident.

74Questions On Doctrine. cit., p. 420,
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