
the vowel pointing, the following changes occur:

1. The ii.. ending drops off (e.g.
r.psal+Q

2. In the Qal, Hiphil, and Hophal stems, the silent shewa or haeph
vowel under. the first letter. of the verbal root drops out and a
helping vowel takes its place. If the first. letter of the ver
bal root is a non-lryngeal, the helping vowel is a seghol (e.g.
OU

J"
I - .")). If the first letter of the verbal root

êrsps.F,
is a laryngeal, the helping vowel is a pathah (e.g.

3. In the Hiphi]. stem when the first letter of the verbal root is
a non-laryngeal, the vowel under the persona]. preforznative
changes to a seghol (e.g.

drops %' -

NOTE If the first letter of the verbal root is a laryngeal,
the vowel under the peraonalpretormative remains the
same (e.g.

drops
1. In the Pie]., Pual, and Hithpaej. stems, the daghesh forte in the

drop Oursecond letter of the verbal root drops out (e.g.

II. Mappiq

The mappiq is a point that is inserted in the letter he -ii.- when it
is the last letter of a word to indicate that it is a consonant and

nh
not a vowel letter (e.g. the letter he -TI- in the verb IJ.3 meaning
"to be high" is a consonant while the letter he 41- in the verb 1-13 1
meaning "to build" is a vowel letter). ? v

NOTE The niappiq makes it possible to distinguish between a regular
verb which has the consonantal he as the third letter of the
verbal root and a Lamedh He verb which has the vowel letter he
as the third letter of the verbal root (Cf. iT.J., and. fl)U).

III. Long Iolem Preceded by a Consonantal Way or a Vowel

A. Long Holem Preceded by a Consonantal Way

When the long ]olem is preceded by a consonantal waw, the conso
nantal way is usually not written. Instead, the long io1em is
written in its place, and the vowel letter yaw of the long 1olem
becomes consonantal and is pronounced first, and then the iolem on
top of it is pronounced (e.g. fl St?- "commandments").

B. Long Holem Preceded by a Vowel

When the long olem is preceded by a vowel, the vowel letter waw
of the long holern becomes- consonantal and is ronounced first. and
then the tolem on top of it is-pronounced (e.g. 71 .9 -"iniquity,
guilt, or "punishment of iniquity").
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